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EMERALD ASH BORER UPDATE

A multi-agency survey found 59 trees
infested with emerald ash borer in
and around the St. Anthony Park
neighborhood where the pest was
first discovered in May. All 59 trees
are within a half mile of the first infes-
tation site. Crews have already re-
moved the 59 trees. Read the recent
news release.

Monitoring efforts using purple card-
board traps and ft
way.

Homeowners are asked to join the
effort by watching their ash trees for
signs of infestation. These signs
include:

1. dieback of leaves in the upper
third of the tre
heavy woodpecker activity

2.

3. D-shaped exit holes in the bark

4. S-shaped tunnels under the
bark

5. water shoots on the trunk
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If you think you might have Emerald
Ash Borer use his checklist(pdf) to
determine if you should get in touch
with an EAB First Detector. MDA
reminds homeowners that it is not
necessary to remove healthy ash
trees. Homeowners with questions
about disposing of ash tree material
should contact their city forester for
guidance. Improper disposal of in-
fested ash material could accelerate
the spread of EAB.

Should you try to harvest your ash as
quickly as possible? How should you
manage your forest? Should you just
let nature take its course? There are
no simple answers to such questions,
but the Michigan State University
Extension put together a helpful pub-
lication to help woodland owners
prepare for EAB.

Source of this article:
MyMinnesotaWoods.org

For more information go to:
University of Minnesota Emerald Ash

Emerald Ash Borer

Borer Page ,MDA EAB Website,

for homeowners from emeral-
dashborer.info , Pictures from ground
zero St. Paul

Special points of interest:
I Take a bland space to a magical one.
I Getting down and dirty with your children.

Looks like stone but weighs less & takes
whatever shape you want.

Researchbased recommendations for safer
canning and better quality food at home.

Storing tomatoes to make them last.
Calendar of Events- page 9

Summer Recipes- pages 8 & 10
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My gardening
Grandson, Braden !

Gazing Balls: An Old And New Fad

Gazing balls are said
to have originated in
13th century Venice
where they were hand-
blown by skilled Italian
craftsmen. During the
17th century in Eng-
land, gazing balls were
used to protect plants
from the wicked
witches who would
come to steal them.
Once the witches saw
their ugly reflections,
they fled the garden
and the plants were

Gardening For Kids

If you're looking for a
great family project (and
ways to get your kids
outside and active), why
not involve your kids in
your gardening? It's a lot
of fun and teaches them
about responsibility.

We've compiled a list of
ways your kids can get
involved in the garden!

1. Start by creating a
space where your child
can plant and care for his
or her garden. This can
be a small section of the
main garden or a small
flowerbed that's all their
own. Container gardening
is a good indoor option
where outdoor space is
limited.

2. Browse the seed cata-
logues or search the
Internet with your child

to start choosing plants
and seeds. Consider
plants that are easy to
grow. Tomato plants,
mint or annual flowers,
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By Betty Magnan, Beltrami County Master Gardener

safe.

During Victorian times,
the Butler Ball served
as a mirror so servants
could see when guests
were needing assis-
tance without staring at
them throughout the
meal. Another practical
use was in the foyer of
the home. Parents
could keep a close eye
on their daughter and
her beau as he bid her
goodnight .

One can tell the pur-

pose of a gazing ball, or
gazing globe as they
are sometimes called,
by the various names
attached to them: Good
Luck Ball, Victorian Ball,
Witch Ball or Globes of
Happiness. Whatever
they have been called
in the past or are called
today, when used in our
landscapes, they can
take a bland space to a
magical one by adding
color, depth and a new
view.

By Elizabeth Hawksworth (from Canadian Gardening.com)

such as colourful sun-
flowers, are some great
options.

3. Before shopping for
plants, prepare the soil.
There's nothing worse
than having to wait to
start the fun &and the
plants will appreciate a
flowerbed that's ready
for them, too.

4. Depending on how
your child learns, you can
choose to germinate
plants from seeds or buy
cell packs of ready -grown
seedlings. Watching a
plant grow from a seed
teaches a child patience
and responsibility, but if
they can't wait, an easier
way is to help them look
after seedlings .

5. Help your child create
a theme for the garden &
it can be colour, flowers
or favourite vegetables.
Letting your child choose
a garden ornament or

two can brighten up their
flowerbed, and make it
their own.

6. On rainy days when
they can't get out to see
how their plants are doing
encourage your child to
create a birdhouse or bird
feeder (make sure to use
non-toxic paint).

7. Help make your child's
garden a place to play,
too. A bean tepee or a
sunflower forest offer lit-
tle hideaways.

8. Be sure to include edi-
ble plants and flowers that
can be tasted and
touched. This makes gar-
dening a truly interactive
experience!

Getting down and dirty
with your children in the
garden can be a bonding
experience as you watch
the plants grow and flour-
ish together.



http://www.canadiangardening.com/
http://www.beltramicountymastergardeners.org/index.html
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Wood Preservatives: Treated Lumber

Source: http://www.solutions.psu.edu/

The recent banning of wood preservatives is causing many gardeners to be concerned
about using treated lumber in gardens and landscapes. Many of the old standard prod-
ucts such as creosote and pentachlorophenol are no longer used to preserve lumber

due to health and environmental risks. So what is safe for your landscape and garden?

Use untreated lumber that is naturally long-lasting, and replace it as needed. Long-
lasting lumber such as oak, cedar, and redwood may be more expensive, harder to find
and may evoke other environmental concerns.

Some other alternatives include stone, cinder block, brick and other building mate-
rial. Select long-lasting materials that don't change the soil's pH, but do complement
your landscape design. Remember, you can mask building materials with vines,

. . Treated Lumber
ground covers, and creeping perennials and shrubs.

If you do use treated lumber, use lumber that minimizes the potential harm to plants
and the environment. Pressure-treated lumber is the easiest to find. This green-tinted
lumber has been treated with either chromated copper arsenate or ammoniated copper
arsenate.

Research indicates that these materials bind tightly to the wood and have a low ten-
dency to leach into the soil. But remember, research on the uptake of these arse-
nate preservatives into fruits and vegetables or their appearance in the groundwater
is limited.

Creosote also harms plants. It also leaches into the soil for several years and gives
off vapors, in diminishing amounts, for seven to nine years. Limited research is avail- ol f
able on the risks to plants and the environment from creosote. The safest alternative
is not to use creosote-treated lumber in the garden or landscape. treated lumber,

you d

Pentachlorophenol, also called "penta-t r eat ed | umber , 0 iPsntaal s (EUSSENIERYES
contains dioxin, which is a c_arcinogen. Like creosote, it gives off toxic fumes that minimizes the
harm people, plants, and animals.

. . . . potential harm
Over-the-counter preservatives are also available. You can paint copper and zinc
napthanate on lumber. Lumber treated with these products won't last as long, but to plants and

researchers consider it less toxic than previously mentioned products. the

If you use treated lumber, reduce the human, plant, and environmental risk of wood
preservatives by painting or sealing them into the lumber. This prevents the pre-
servative from leaching into the soil and possibly the groundwater.

environme

Always wear rubber gloves and a dust mask when sawing and handling treated lum-
ber, and avoid extended contact with bare skin. Read and follow all label instructions
on the product you use.

Finally, always consider the cost and potential risk to you, your plants and the envi-
ronment before you buy landscape and garden materials.

SEEEHEETH
7‘ | have a rock garden. 7‘
Last week three of them died.

7‘? - Richard Diran 7‘?
SEEEEEEE
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My Favorite Tools Beltrami County Master Gardener

Gardening would not be possible with out tools and every gardener has his/her favor-
ite  The first tool | recommend is a pair of gloves, actually two sets of gloves so that
one pair can be used while the other is in the wash. Granted there are some jobs that
require the sensitivity gained by using bare fingers, but a majority of garden  jobs may
be done while protecting your hands with gloves.

My second favorite tool it kas & 6aihch lerd) blade thaais me r
smooth on one side and serrated on the other plus a strong, comfortable to hold han-
dle. Mine was bought from a company that advertised the tool for treasure hunting on
beaches, but | suspect that more of these tools are sold for gardening use than for any
other purpose. This tool can pry weeds, roots and all out of the ground as well as dig
holes for fall bulb planting.  The inch markings on the blade make it easy to dig a hole
of the proper depth for each kind of bulb. Bypass pruners are great for trimming plants
as well as cutting stubborn roots and stems. The curved blades work like scis-
sors holding and easily cutting small branches and rose stems. Felco is a well known
brand name of bypass pruners. Other well -known brands include Corona and Fiskars

Gardeners can transport plants, soil or mulch using a wheel barrow or garden wagon. Wheel barrows are designed to
make it easier to move and maneuver heavy loads because part of the weight of the load is carried on the front
tire. The wheelbarrow bowl is also a convenient container to mix soil in.  Wheel barrows may tip if the operator is not
careful and some gardeners may prefer a cart or wagon to do their hauling. Carts with a front gate that drops will al-
low soil and other heavy items to be more easily removed.

Rain does not always arrive when we want it and so watering cans and hoses are also essential tools. Hoses that are
kink resistant and long enough to reach all parts of the garden will reduce some gardening frustration. Shorter hoses
connected together may leak at the connection points. Soaker hoses have holes in the sides and aredesigned to allow
water to slowly leak out and water the soil without ~ washing it away from the plants. Watering cans should have a de-
vceknown as a O0rosed6 on the spout spraped onthe pldnts ratber tham poureda t The
rose has many holesthat keep the force of the water from damaging plants. A well designed watering can is balanced
with handles that allow the user to control the force and accurate delivery of water even when the canis  full.

Spades with a long narrow blades often used for digging drainage ditches make excellent tools for planting new
plants or transplanting existing ones. Garden forks are also useful for lifting plants for  division or moving without root
damage. Kneeling pads are last on my list of favorite gardening tools. Experiment and see which tools will make your
gardening job easier and more fun.

Seduction At a Young Age

By Cathy Peck, Beltrami County Master Gardener

A comment by a young clerk at the grocery store prompted this article about the pass-
ing on of knowledge to the next generation. She asked what you could do with a
domed loaf of bread, cutitlike ir e g u |l a r If thisrlaekaotlekperience exists in
children to youth about something this simple, we are also more than likely failing to educate our
young about nature. My parents succeeded, but without a proscribed curriculum.
Little did my parents know that they really taught me about horticultural seduction when
soil, the water, I was a tiny gi r|thisidnotm R-ratedaetitle butdt is a descriptodh ;
of how the intensity of early experiences can inspire a life - horticulturally.

Memories of drives with my dad to wonder at azure fields of flax in bloom are as vivid
environment is today as then. Those experiences developed a passion for enjoying and growing
beautiful flowers that has lasted all my life. Tromping out to the raspberry and straw-
berry patches is another poignant memory: not only were there tasty berries to

gorge on but there was the camaraderie of my family interacting with the people who
came to our u-pick operation. Through that | learned about the positive social rewards,
the economic rewards, and the

tasty rewards of raising garden fruits.

Visits to my grandparents introduced me to other aspects of gardening, - the charm

of unusual vegetables such as the ground cherries that popped out of their papery
skins. Shelling peas for dinner taught me that even though | was little, I could still be
a productive helper. Eating vegetables out of the garden taught me that | was capable
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